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2Â° Y 3Â° Â¿Â¿Â¿.Archives By A mission statement for the Greater New Haven Chamber of Commerce

is not something you just come up with at the drop of a hat. The Greater New Haven Chamber of
Commerce is poised to lay down the law in an effort to keep local economy — and in turn, local

businesses — on their feet and strong. With a new local economy has come a different set of rules for
what has become a self-preservation society. “We see some growing pains with a new economy and
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some of the challenge is that the bar is being raised for the businesses who want to remain here,”
said chamber President and CEO Kathy Grady, whose organization has held the chairmanship for the
last three years. “We just signed a new agreement and we’ll need to be cognizant of what’s going on

with that.” The business community announced during a press conference that local officials,
legislators, business representatives, community leaders and the general public would gather at the

chamber office at 775 Laurel St. to discuss the Greater New Haven economy. On its website the
chamber touts its influential action in the economic development process, and lists a litany of
“accomplishments” stemming from its leadership and policy advocacy. Attendees at the press

conference on Thursday sought a renewed sense of purpose in business after years of defeat and
stagnation as the economic downturn took a hold. “This is not a defeat. This is not a lost battle,” said

Rep. Clare Harpold, a Republican who represents the area and who spoke at the press conference.
“This is the Chamber of Commerce kicking it into high gear.” State Sen. John McKinney said that five
years ago, when the state was on the verge of insolvency, and stimulus money was being distributed
to local governments at a pitiful rate, a special committee was appointed by Gov. M. Jodi Rell to come
up with a plan to get the state finances in order. The committee’s work led to a large-scale regional

economic development plan — a federally funded program
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