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navigation The success of the German Bishops’ Association at the last General Conference, December 14-17, 2010, showed the
desire of the German Bishops’ Conference to defend the faith in the midst of an increasingly permissive society. The GDC
wants to counter what it sees as a new kind of secularism, which is characterized by moral relativism, tolerance of various

lifestyles, and the promotion of a pluralistic view of sexuality. The GDC wants to strengthen the faith in the Church and in the
Church’s moral teaching, which can only be accomplished by teaching people the truths of our faith. The GDC is not simply

concerned with the subject of marriage and sexuality, but rather it wants to teach the whole of the truth of faith, beginning with
our salvation and the saving grace of the sacraments, the Church, and ultimately, the participation of the faithful in the

redemption that God intends for mankind. The GDC is particularly concerned about the cultivation of a sense of faithfulness
among Christians. This means that in the Church as in the world, we must “learn how to offer hospitality to others even when we

are hurt.” This means taking the first step in order to listen and learn from those who have committed serious sins, or whose
lives have been hurt by the behavior of another person. The success of the GDC in advocating for the faith and its moral

teaching must not be considered a victory, for the Church itself is not at all victorious, as is obvious in the world around us. The
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