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Cabinet of the County of Guelders The Cabinet
of the County of Guelders was the cabinet of the
County of Guelders, a fief of the Holy Roman

Empire. The office held a special importance in
the history of the region since it combined

various high positions, as part of the imperial
government, as well as some local administration.

History The first known officeholder was
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Bavarian count Bernhard von Bruch in 1186.
After 1430 the office fell on the Hochtonger, the

counts of Buren. In 1432 Charles II, Duke of
Burgundy took over the office, and in 1433 he

made Duke Philip the Good the head of the
county. The Duke of Burgundy made the Counts
of Buren a fief of the Holy Roman Empire, part

of the Duchy of Brabant. The earliest Count-
Prince was Bernhard Louis, who was elected

ruler of the county in 1476. In 1501 the County
of Guelders became the official residence of the
Holy Roman Emperor and King of the Romans.

The Hochtonger, who acted as Count-Prince,
were never as powerful as the dukes, who ruled

over the entire Empire, but they were still rulers.
The new position was made less effective when

in 1527 the County of Guelders was divided,
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with one part heading the governor general of
Brabant and the other part heading the governor
general of Cologne. The last of the Hochtonger

was Count Frederick Louis, who became ruler in
1648, but he was only an acting Count-Prince.
The office was abolished in 1801, after which

only the governor general of Brabant was left as a
ruler. Count-Princes 1186–1190: Burchard von
Braun, Bavarian Count 1190–1194: Louis von

Boos, Count of Buren 1194–1205: Dietrich von
Kunbald of Hohenwulf 1205–1223: Dietrich von
Beringen 1223–1242: Eberhard von Pappenheim
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